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though her own pain would soon be the greater, her
daughter's would be so much the less. The one, dreading
the parting, disguised her secret anguish, or found her con-
solation in her child's heartlessness; the other, who could
not conceal her anxiety lest she should be overlooked, was
innocent of a qualm. The dealer, standing by, cried out:
" Come and buy, the first fruits of the season, delicate, fresh,
and green; come and buy, strong and useful, faithful and
honest. Come and buy." The day of sacrifice was past,
and the richer pilgrims in their brightest robes gathered
round. One among them singled out the girl. They
entered a booth together. The mother was left behind.
One word she uttered, or was it a moan of inarticulate
grief? Soon after, the girl came back. And the dealer,
when the bargaining was over, said to the purchaser: " I
sell to you this property of mine, the female slave Narcissus,
for the sum of ^"40." " And I," replied the pilgrim, " agree
to pay you ^"40 for your property, Narcissus." Thus the
bargain was clinched. This time the mother's despair was
voiceless; for it meant to stay with her always.

Most of the slaves, male and female, came from Nubia
and from Abyssinia, and these are said to be the most
faithful " Hcljf Rdz " tried his best to determine the extent
of the traffic at Mecca, but in a country where the census
is unknown, where every nobleman is an independent ruler,
and where the revenue cannot be calculated with any
degree of accuracy, he found it impossible to form even a
working hypothesis as to the number of human beings that
are sold yearly in the city of God. That the trade by sea
is on the decrease is certain; but many a slaver escapes
from the clutch of the British cruisers owing to the shallow
waters of the Red Sea and to the fact that the pursuer
cannot go ashore. Moreover, the overland route is always
open. Thus he was told that the generality of the richer